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Rosarium Virginis Mariae


Apostolic Letter of John Paul II on the Most Holy Rosary

Parts of this meditation will be directly from John Paul II’s letter, some will be my own reflection on what is in the letter.

John Paul:

The Rosary, though Marian in character, is a Christ centered prayer.  It has all the depths of

the Gospel message in it’s entirety.  Many popes before me attributed great importance to the Rosary.  Among them, Pope Leo XIII, Blessed John XXIII, and above all, Pope Paul VI, who

emphasized the Rosary’s evangelical character.  For me, the Rosary is my favorite prayer, giving me many blessings during my twenty five years as the Successor of Peter.

To recite the Rosary is nothing other than to contemplate with Mary the face of Christ.  Therefore I proclaim the year from October 2002 to October 2003 the “Year of the Rosary.”

A path of contemplation.  The Rosary represents a most effective means of fostering that commitment to the contemplation of the Christian mystery…It is urgent that our Christian communities should become “genuine schools of prayer.”  The Rosary belongs among the finest traditions of Christian contemplation.

Prayer for peace and for the family.  The revival of the Rosary is timely, for us to implore from God the gift of peace.  We contemplate the mystery of Christ, who is our peace.  The Rosary can help save families that pray together and help to counter the devastating effects of

today’s crisis.

“Behold, your Mother!” (Jn 19.27)  Mary was given to John, to be his mother, while Jesus 

made the request of John to behold his new mother.  Mary is the mother of Jesus Christ and mother of the Church.  She has encouraged us as her children to pray the rosary; especially

at the apparitions of Lourdes and Fatima.

Wittig:

Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ!  Thank you for giving us Mary, mother of Jesus, to be our mother, too.  She is the finest woman who has ever lived, she

is the finest mother we could ever hope for!  Pray for us, mother Mary,that we might enter into the mystery that is your son.

Contemplating Christ with Mary

A face radiant as the sun  “And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun”  (Mt 17.2).  The transfiguration can be seen as an icon of Christian contemplation.  To look upon the face of Christ, to recognize its mystery amid the daily events and sufferings of his human life, then grasp the divine splendor of the risen Lord: this is the task of each of us.

Wittig:  Oh Lord, show us your face:  the face of a baby, the face of a child, the face of a young man, the face of a carpenter, the face of a teacher, the face of a prophet, the face of a victim, the face of a savior, the face of the Son of God.  Yes, show us your face, and that will be enough for us.

Mary, model of contemplation.  The contemplation of Christ has an incomparable model in Mary.  The face of the Son belongs to Mary.  For years, she contemplated the face of Jesus.

From the annunciation, she anticipated seeing her son.  She beheld her baby in adoration and wonder.  She was puzzled by the answer of her twelve year old son.  She listened in amazement to his preaching and teaching.  She looked in horror and sadness at his bloody face, crowned with thorns.  She looked in radiant joy at her resurrected Lord.  She beheld the Holy Spirit in the tongues of fire.

Mary’s memories.  Mary treasured all the mysteries of Christ, “pondering them in her heart.” (Lk 2.19).  Even today, with her children on earth:  “Mary constantly sets before the faithful the ‘mysteries of her Son, with the desire that the contemplation of those mysteries will release all their saving power. 

 Wittig:  Mary, help us to treasure the mysteries of the Rosary, to ponder them as you did, to reflect on the meaning of each mystery.  God is a mystery to us.  Jesus, your son, is a mystery to us.  Help us to understand.

The Rosary, a contemplative prayer – The Rosary is an exquisitely contemplative prayer.  Without this contemplative dimension, it would lose its meaning and run the risk of becoming a mechanical repetition of formulas.  Christ Jesus does not want us to recite empty phrases.  The Rosary call for a quiet rhythm and a lingering pace that helps one to meditate on the mysteries of the Lord’s life, as seen through the eyes of Mary.

Remembering Christ with Mary – Mary’s contemplation is a remembering, in a biblical sense of making present the works of God in salvation history.  These events belong not only to “yesterday”; they are part of the “today” of salvation.  By immersing us in the mysteries of the Redeemer’s life, the Rosary ensures that what he has done …is profoundly assimilated and shapes our existence.   

Wittig:  Mary, help us to remember Christ as you do.  May the Rosary be a memorial to Christ Jesus who is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  Share with us your memories, your faith, hope and love.

Learning Christ from Mary – Christ is the supreme Teacher, the revealer and the one revealed.

It is not just a question of learning what he taught, but of “learning him.”  Who knows Christ better than Mary?  Like at Cana, Mary teaches us by saying:  “do whatever he tells you to do.”

(Jn 2.5)

Being conformed to Christ with Mary – Christian spirituality is distinguished by the disciple’s commitment to become conformed fully to his Master (Rom 8.29; Phil 3.10,12)  At baptism, the Holy Spirit  grafts us like a branch to the vine which is Christ (Jn 15.5) and make us member of Christ mystical Body (1 Cor 12.12; Rom 12.5).  In this process of being conformed to Christ in the Rosary, we trust the maternal care of Mary, the Blessed Virgin Mother of Christ and the Church.  She is the perfect icon of the motherhood of the Church.  

Wittig:  Mary, our mother, help us to become more like your son in everything we do.  Keep us in union with the vine that is Jesus.  Protect us and pray for us, heavenly mother.

Praying to Christ with Mary – Jesus invites us to: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Mt 7.7)  The basis for this power in prayer is the goodness of the Father, the mediation of Christ himself and the interceding of the Holy Spirit.

Mary intervenes to Jesus for us with her maternal intercession.  “The prayer of the Church us sustained by the prayer of Mary.”  The Rosary is both meditation and supplication to the Mother of God, based upon confidence that her maternal intercession can obtain all things from the heart of her Son.   

Wittig:  Mary, take our humble prayers to Jesus, add them to your own prayers for us.  May God the Father be pleased to answer our prayers through you, in the name of his Son and our Lord and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Proclaiming Christ with Mary – The Rosary is also a path of proclamation and increasing knowledge, in which the mystery of Christ is presented at different levels of Christian experience.  It is a prayerful and contemplative presentation, capable of forming Christians to the heart of Christ.  

Wittig:  Jesus, give us your heart of love, heart of peace and joy and pain and we will give you our hearts of stone.

The Rosary is a compendium of the Gospel – The only way to contemplate Christ’s face is by listening in the Spirit to the Father’s voice.  “no one knows the Son except the Father” (Mt 11.27)  “Only the experience of silence and prayer offers the proper setting for growth and development of a true, faithful and consistent knowledge of that mystery.”  The Rosary is one of the traditional paths of Christian prayer directed to the contemplation of Christ’s face.  It is a compendium of the Gospel that reflects on the Incarnation and hidden life of Christ (joyful mysteries), his Passion and death (sorrowful mysteries), his triumph and Resurrection (glorious mysteries) and now, his public ministry (luminous mysteries) that feature his Baptism in the Jordan, his self-manifestation at Cana, his proclamation of the Kingdom of God, his Transfiguration and his institution of the Eucharist. 

Wittig:  We follow you, Oh Lord, through the mysteries of your life, through the intercession of Mary, your mother and our mother.  We follow you in joy and sorrow, in light, in darkness and in glory.  We follow you. Teach us from the mysteries of the Rosary, the mystery of your Love and Truth.  Give us grace to sustain us in this hour of testing.  Give us the courage to imitate you, Mighty One of Israel.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come today to save us!
Conclusion:

“I look to all of you, brothers and sisters of every state of life, Christian families, sick and elderly, young people:  confidently take up the Rosary once again.  Rediscover the Rosary in the light of Scripture, in harmony with the Liturgy and in the context of your daily lives.”

I willingly make my own the words of Blessed Bartolo Long, apostle of the Rosary:


“O Blessed Rosary of Mary, sweet chain which unites us with God, bond of love which unites us to the angels, tower of salvation against the assaults of Hell, safe port in our universal shipwreck, we will never abandon you.  You will be our comfort in the hour of death:  yours our final kiss as life ebbs away.  And the last word from our lips will be your sweet name, O Queen of the Rosary of Pompei, O dearest Mother, O Refuge of Sinners, O Sovereign Consoler of the afflicted.  May you be everywhere blessed, today and always, on earth and in heaven.” 

From the Vatican, October 16, 2002.

John Paul II
Evan Wittig:


Mary’s Memories

Mary, remember the tiny hands of Jesus that clung to your fingers?


Remember the hand of the child who brought you flowers?


Remember the hand of the man who worked was a carpenter?


Remember the hand that was pierced with the nail on the cross?


Mary, remember the eyes of the baby that nursed at your breast?


Remember the eyes of the son you found in the Temple?


Remember the eyes of the man at the wedding at Cana?


Remember the eyes of the man crowned with thorns?


Mary, remember the baby who moved in your womb?


Remember the baby you laid in the manger?


Remember the child who loved to climb hills?


Remember the child who worked with his dad?


Mary, remember your son carrying his cross?


Remember your great sense of horror and loss?


Remember standing beside his that day?


You had no words left to say.


Mary, remember when he rose from the dead?


Remember the embrace, you hugging his head?


When he ascended, your heart left you, too,


But you remained with us, it’s just like you.


Remain with us now, in our valley of tears.


Remember us when you pray, help conquer our fears.


Remember us, dear mother, we need you today.


Help us to remember you, is all we can pray.

